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accepted as correct, i. e., the type ,• (d) the testimony of Acts 2 : 25, in refer- 
ence to the author and the source of the Psalm. 

2. Study Ps. 22 : 1, noting (a) its meaning in the mouth of David (or Jeremiah) ; 

what kind of a cry? (b) the use made of it by the Saviour, Matt. 27:46; 
Mark 15 : 34 ; (c) the explanation of this latter usage. 

3. Study Ps. 91 :n, 12, noting (a) the natural meaning of the passage in its con- 

nection, (b) the application made in Matt. 4:6; Luke 4:10, 11; (c) the 
principle underlying this application. 

4. Compare in the same way the following : (a) Ps. 8 : 5-7 with Heb. 2 : 5-8 ; (b) 

Ps. 16:8-11 with Acts 2:25-28, 31; Ps. 1 10: 1 with Matt. 22:44; Mark 
12 : 36 ; Luke 20 : 42, 43 ; Acts 2 : 34, 35 ; 1 Cor. 15 : 25, 27 ; Heb. 1 : 13 ; (c) 
Ps. 22 • 18 with John 19 : 24 ; (d) Ps. 69 : 4 with John 15 : 25. 

5. On the ground of these passages, and others with which you are familiar, form- 

ulate two or three principles in accordance with which a large proportion 
of the quotations may be explained. 

6. As a matter of fact, the New Testament quotation often varies in form from the 

Hebrew, or the Septuagint, or both ; how is this to be explained ? 



STUDY XIV.— THE PSALMS OF DAVID— FIRST PERIOD. 

Remarks : 1. The Psalms of this period belong strictly to the period of history 
covered in 1 Samuel ; they are considered, however, in this connection in 
order to preserve the unity of treatment. 

2. It must be remembered that the tests by which a given Psalm is determined to 
be Davidic are largely subjective, and therefore more or less unsatisfactory. 

First Step .• The Various Psalms of the Period. 

Read carefully Pss. 7 ; 52 ; 54 ; 56 ; 57 ; 142, and make notes under the follow- 
ing heads : 

1. The circumstances under which the Psalms seem (or claim) to have been 

written (see superscriptions). 

2. Expressions which they have in common. 

3. Phases of feeling to which they give utterance ; or elements in the character 

of the writer which they exhibit, e. g., 7 : 1, 10, 17 ; 54 : 4, 6. 

4. Expressions showing the writer's ideas concerning God, God's relation to 

man, 7 : 8, 9, 11 ; 52 : 1 ; 54 : 7 ; 56 : 8. 

5. Expressions showing the writer's ideas concerning* his own relation to his 

fellow men, or their relation to him, e. g., 7 : 2, 15, 16 ; 52 : 1, 7, 8 ; 57 : 3 ; 
56 : 2, 5, 6. 

6. Sentiments which would oppose the Davidic authorship of any one of these 

Psalms. 

Second Step : Psalm 36, Special Expressions and Parallelism. 

Take up exhaustively Ps. 56* and treat as follows : 

1. Read the Psalm carefully two or three times, and mark every expression 
which seems to need explanation, and by means of such helps as are within 
reach determine its force ; e. g., (v. 1) "swallow me up" "all the day long/" 
(v. 2) "fight proudly ;" (v. 4) "in God I will praise" "flesh;" (v. s)"westmy 

* Consult the various commentaries. 
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words?, {v. 6) "waited for my soul ;" (v. 7) "cast down the peoples ;" (v. 8) 
"tellest," "tears into thy bottle," "thy book ;" (vs. 10, 11) compare them with 
v. 4 ; (v. 12) "thy vows;" (v. 13) "in the light of the living." 
2. Study the parallelism of each verse ; e. g., v. 1, three members ; 2 and 3 
synon. and together synth. with 1 ; v. 2, synon. or synth. ; v. 3, synth.; v. 4, 
1 and 2 synon., and together synth. with 3 ; v. 5. synon. ; v. 6, same as v. 4 ; 
v. 7, ace. to margin, antith., but ace. to text, perhaps synon. ; v. 8, three 
members ; vs. 9, 10, synon. ; v. it, synth. or synon. ; v. 12, synth. ; v. 13, four 
members, 3 and 4 synth., and together synth. with 2 ; 2, 3 and 4 together 
synon. with 1. 



Third Step : Psalm 36, Particular Verses, Logical Connection. 

1. Determine the meaning and force of each particular verse ; v. 1, a cry for 

help, because of danger ; v. 2, enemies oppose him in multitudes, continually 
and proudly ; v. 3, in time of fear he trusts in God ; v. 4, since he trusts in 
God, how can man harm him ? v. 5, they misrepresent him, occasion him 
sorrow ; v. 6, they dog his footsteps for an opportunity to take his life ; etc. 

2. Determine the logical connection which exists between each verse and that 

which precedes and follows it : (1) v. 2 is an enlargement of the second and 
third members of v. 1 ; v. 3, an expression of confidence in God, notwith- 
standing the situation described in v. 2 ; v. 4, a continuation of the thought 
of v. 3. (2) v. 5, not connected with v. 4 ; v. 6, continuation of v. 5 ; v. 7, 
a prayer for the destruction of those described in vs. 5, 6 ; v. 8 furnishes 
ground for the request made in v. 7, viz., God's personal interest in him ; 
v. 9, consequence of v. 8 ; vs. 10, 11, expression of confidence, in spite of 
the situation. (3) v. 12 expresses the writer's sense of obligation in view of 
the deliverance which, in v. 13, he has already received or is sure to receive. 



Fourth Step : Psalm 36, Theme, Superscription and Teaching. 

1. Discover the theme, and make an analysis of the Psalm upon the basis of 

this theme ; e. g., with the theme Trust in God in time of Danger, (1) vs. 
1-4, a cry for help, an expression of confidence ; (2) vs. 5-1 1, same thoughts 
expressed more strongly ; (3) vs. 12, 13, thanksgiving. 

2. Compare the superscription of the Psalm with its contents, and determine 

(1) whether there is any other external testimony in favor of the Davidic 
authorship (cf. 1 Sam. 21 : 11-16 ; the word "escaped'* in 22: 1 ; 27-29) ; (2) 
whether there is anything in the Psalm itself which favors the superscrip- 
tion ; (3) whether there is anything in the Psalm which opposes the super- 
scription. 

3. Accepting the Davidic authorship, review the Psalm, endeavoring to grasp 

as definitely as possible the entire situation which furnished the occasion, 
and to interpret the contents of the Psalm in accordance with this situation. 

4. Note carefully the teachiYig of the Psalm under the following heads : (1) 

Attitude of the wicked towards the righteous ; (2) God's attitude towards the 
righteous : (3) God's attitude towards the wicked ; (4) The confidence of the 
righteous in view of God's protection ; (5) The duty of the righteous toward 
God in view of his protection. 
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Fifth Step : Special Treatment of the Psalms. 

Upon this or a similar model, take up and work out, so far as your time will 
allow, other Psalms of this period, e. g., 52 ; 142. 

Sixth Step : Expressions referring to Uprightness, Perfection. 

1. Examine Ps. '7:3-5; 17:3; 18:20-22; 19:13, etc., and note expressions 

which seem to exhibit a self-righteous spirit. 

2. Compare, on the other hand, such expressions of an opposite character as are 

found in Ps. 51. 

3. Explain the sense in which the first class of passages is to be taken.* 



STUDY XV— DAVID'S PSALMS— SECOND PERIOD. 

Remarks: 1. The work of the Bible-student is two-fold : — (1) To transfer him- 
self 'to the times and circumstances in which a given passage was first writ- 
ten ; to study the passage in the light of these times and circumstances, and 
discover, from this study, the underlying principles which it illustrates and 
teaches. (2) To apply these principles to himself, his own times, his own cir- 
cumstances. We may, for convenience, term the first part of the work study, 
the second application. 
/o.. We may divide all Bible-students into three classes : — (1) Those who study, but 
do not apply ; (2) Those who apply, but do not study ; (3) Those who study 
and apply. 

3. There are many good men who become so engrossed in the first part of the 

work, the critical study, that they lose sight of the end for which they took 
it up. This class is a select one, including many of the world's greatest 
scholars. 

4. A large number of Bible-students spend all their time in applying — whatt 

Their own ideas and conceits, their own fancies and errors; for they have 
not studied. They have actually forgotten that, in the work of application, 
one must have something to apply. Could any thing be more absurd? It 
is this mistake that is proving fatal in the case of a considerable proportion 
of Sunday-school Bible-work, namely, too much application, too little ma- 
terial to apply. 

5. The ideal Bible-student is one who both studies and applies. This class needs 

to be increased. Who that is not now a member will join it ? 

First Step : Psalms referring to the Removal of the Ark. 

Read carefully the Psalms supposed to refer of the removal of the ark to Jeru- 
salem, viz. : 15 ; 24 ; 30 ; 101 (comparing, perhaps, 68 ; 132), and make notes 
under the following heads : 

1. Circumstances under which tbey seem to have been written (see superscrip- 
tions). 

2. Expressions which they have in common. 

3. Phases of character or feeling to which they give utterance. 

4. Expressions indicating the writer's ideas of God, of God's relations to man, 
of man's relations to God. 

5. Expressions which might seem to oppose the alleged circumstances under 
which the Psalm was written. 

* See Perowne's Commentary on the Psalms, I, pp. 59, 61, and other commentaries in loc. 



